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CABIN YACHT STORES

LOowER UPNOR

We are your local chandler. We carry a wide range of
chandlery for the dinghy sailor, including Kevlar and
Spectra ropes, wire standing and running rigging. Wire to
rope splicing a speciality. Discounts for WSC members.

You ean walk, drive or sail to Cabin Yacht Stores!

Open all Saturday, also Sunday mornings.
Tel: 01634 718020
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On the cover: Miracks parforming at Wilsenian - some fima aga. Da you
resaghise whe and whan? Phicks: David Hudson
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Editorial vy rony num ;

After a season of ediing 373, I'd like to
say thanks to all thess of you who have
contributed articles or phofos, or even
just comments - espacially as the latler
have mostly bean vary kind,

The photos you've given me have bean
excellant and, encouragingly, from
sevaral sources. Whils 'm happy 10 scan
your prints, Il vou already have the
phatos in digital formal, why notl e-mall  apnarenty ieed the pack at the
them or lend ma a diskelle and keap the  Wayarer Nafionals this yaar,
prints for yoursehves? Who says tie camers nover lies?

Please keep the articles coming teo - despile the number of articles
written by me, I'd like 3712 fo be a mag written by the people for the
people. We've not had any controversial views expressed recently -
suraly you cant all find evangthing In the club perfect? Neither have wa
had any rules examples or ‘what happened naxt's - has the racing
been that straightiorwarnd?!

This 37348 a sorl of anrual round-up. The next will be mone of a
season preview. Can you let me hava copy by 15th March 2004,
plaasa?

Copy to: 2, Brissenden Close, Upnor, Rochaster, MEZ2 4XW
Telephone: 0634 727217
E-mail; tonyhunt @ waitrosz.com

WILSONIAN SAILING CLUB Hoo, Kent 01634 250318
www. wilsoniansec.org.uk
COMMODORE Brian Lamk Dig22 741123
Blamb 241 08 anl_oom
| SECRETARY Fam Smith 01474 TOSES1

eedearnidtiacall.couk

| SAILING SECRETARY Calin Treadwall 01634 718226
| colin.r.ireadweall @ineo e net

Date Time

14-Dec
3V-Diac-03 18:50
iri-Jan-04 1200

10=-Fan 1800

Saturday
4= Jonk 1830
Saturday 1300
31 =Jan 18:00
Eahrdl]._r

F=dan 24:00

-Fah fB:d0

Event ContactMotes
End Winler Sorios, Prizegiving and  Jana Treadwal/Ricky .
Children's Imas Pariy Forights - -
Mew Yoar's Eve Party Jana Treadaal

Chilly Willies Open Handicap Race & Foy Winnes

Fasl ! Medium Fleal Evenling

lan Paris/Fay Winnatt
Wayfarer Fleet Evening nhin Souidia
Miracle Fleot Evening Chrip Charriman

Membarship renowal deadline

Work Party = surnamas & =0 Coin TraadvwsllFay

Craddock
8-Fak 30 ‘Work Party < surnamas E < H Cobn Troadwel lFay
Craddock
15-Fak 1030 Warm-Up Series #larts lan Farnis
21-Feb 1@d0  Hao Froszar Practice Race CA9ED 572001
22-Foh 13:00 Hao Freeser janal slogrove @
linyooril. o I
2B-Foh RS0 Work Party - surnamas | -M Calin TrepdwelRay |
Saturday Cradoock |
2B-Fal 20l Chab ACGH Pam Emilth |
SBalurday
13-Mar e Wik Party - surmarmes N - B Colin TrandwallAay
Eaturday Craddodk
20-Mar Q590 Work Party - surmames T-T Colin Tresaedveal TRy
Erturday Craddock
GTth Mar 10:00 Saliboal & Windsur! Show 0H45 345 0424
28-Mar 14:00  loe Breaker Senson Opener N8, 83T sarial
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' Miracle Autumn Points a.m.

1 3785 Dawid Hudson Jdachna Hudson 3 I
[ 5718 Nina WallaTis Wakis Tina Wallis/Peter Crilings P

3 723 Lasley OFiourke Tamya CBoataiTomg il -~ @
4 w870 Paul Roogers Moo Podgess Ed
r 905 Feter Homor Mira Wallis 0 |
8 36 Elm Hannant Sue Hanrant . 10

7 1602 Ghns Chupriman .Ierr'g Lm:g'ma ; T

!illrm:le Autumn Points pum.

1 A7a5 Dewid Hudson Jachie Hudson a

2 ..'-Ftﬁﬂ-.ﬁ:'- Tazer S _f;.:nna Toarar = 4
X -ETH-! T'l'l::.l'Nl-"IH. 'I';a-lln l".hh."l?m‘l‘-lna Walks A
s 3722 Tanya O'Rouks " Lesley ORourks [
s e Jomitoms  AngeClamence g |
& am6 PerHomer Thomeas Lambert BEETE
l-'r_ A ;uﬁy:l-ﬂﬁﬁ - Aac ﬁnq;uru e 13
# - W_EIII.T: Hanfant © Sua Hamnanl B 16

Junior Fleet Autumn Series

1 Tepper 26133 Theamas Kt
2 Topper 2418 Siephanis Wickan
-1_ Teppar _—-S-W'E-" _I-IHI'L'-EI:HJHH |“ o

' Merlin Challice Trophy (i oustanding sorvices to tha cutj: John Gore

Wilsoomn Seilmg Clab Magasne

From the Commotore sriantamn

Definitaly a mixed bag of weather throughout the 2003 season!
Absolute stonkers altemating with wayward waffles (nofe the nautical
terms!), but fortunataly a few perfect conditicns resulted in some
memorable races,

We tried a lew new ideas this season - cleary we anz never qaing 1o
be abla o find a pedect format for the Commodore’sBosun’s series,
buit that doesn't prevent us from continuing to work on improving . The
newr Bursuit Race, based on individual handicaps, looks like & winner
and will be run again next year. Perhaps we ought o ook again at the
Imter-Club Challenga formula so we can be sure to win back the Flaia
naxt year (tha original Plate has been found, Dy the way, and | was not
the ana who mislkaid itf)

The improving relationship between us and the Medway Yacht Club
means we are always welcoma to join their races and they ours (ot
the yachisl), provided the appropriate Rarca Officer is informed in
advance. Some of us have raced regularly on Saturdays throughout
this season. One positive outcome of this is that safety cover has bean
improving and the informal sharing of safety resources is o ba further
discussed hatwean the two clubs with a view to extending the sataty
cover to every part af the river used for racing.

Thanks again to the Patrol Boat Team for helping to ensure we have
had excellent safety cover throughout the season —not only do thay do
significantly more duties than most of us, but they also train regularly
on Saturdeys. We are looking at extending the principle of raducead
mambership fees for those who volunteer for additional dutios, so
please bet us know if you would like 1o b considarad — this applies 1o
any duti=s, not just patrol boats.

Many thanks to all those who waork tiretessly to keep the cluty running
afficiantly — the only reason | don't mention names is | would risk
missing out some and that would be unforgivable. | wondsr how many
members ever consider who looks after the site, organises social
events, ensures there is food in the canteen, stocks the bar, cleans the
clubhouse, repairs equipment, ate. So much is done almos! unnoticed
and often unpraised. You could always help them out getting the boats
i and out of the water i show your spprecialion.
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It's good to see | Miracle Summer Points aum.
E::E' group ﬂ E Mustin Brrath Mihe Greert: &
tl.-lﬂ'llﬂ;ul.‘lmtﬂ' z Eh'ﬂ‘ WIJH. FH'EWHETDI‘!_,I Hum 15
T ] agajrgt 3 Lulz:.l'l'anj'u.ﬁ'ﬂ-:*.nl:n 1 LowniL ey ¥ Aok 18
each other on 4 Chis Chaviman  Tery Lovegave 2
Em‘j?l_l‘!‘g - lat's §  Pru Nudds an
g B e as 6 Pmi Ao swcBodee &
h‘E‘Eﬂ I'H'El"t T Pitai Hofss Jobe BrtreBusan Rmissr o4
saasan. Tha last B Caolin Lo ariin Loawn ]
cohoet, our ‘older 8  DawidHudson Jackin Hurzon
ot o W 16 Sean mahdey _w
Ech ':::_ Elih_.rm 1 Marin Mokay S B
ard at national . i — v ksl ..
level and 13 Edwand Glve Bophin Oliver 72
occasionally tum 14 Aihae Bardey Firsn W les 8
ot e 15 Sesan s T Watk Eada Hancaniica Woc r

el i Saven Palitier A Sargant as
The club boals
are baing used Miracle Summer Foinls p.m
regularty, Y Wartn Smih Wike Groom T
ﬁum;:'t“"g EIU; ok 2 Darvid Togar I'l.ru'lu."l'.':hm.:ln:l Tozoe B
members 1o join SO von it . N
in the sailing and & ChisWalis K WalisiTany Hul 2
tﬂtr‘_l,l'ﬂulﬂﬂ'n'l' The Comiiiodars Mlbmmfﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂm -1 Chis Cherisran Tﬁ"?l“m 16
':HI:IHW- They a,:ﬂ Open, aided and abetted by Crews’ Race winner S L RO ... 5. (V. .2
a;m Vigﬁ Tretd.] Briann Warwick,  Photo! David Hudson 7  PoorHamer fohn SmithGuzan Ralsar 57
unning ll-EIl'ﬂ'l"Ig ] Crearetd 4 o Jackin Hudeon !-‘."__
courses. However, wa ahways need haelp mainfaining them, so please 2 sidw Smib Pard Muorhry &2
do get invabved if you can and help share the work. By the way, we are 0 A Clarks Jarny Cram B
always looking for donations of equipment — see the advert. 11 Etvard Cliver Alies Evara/S Cliver &
As the 2003 season closed we noticed a sudden increase in visilors, all 12 Poul Nudds &7
ﬁ:_wh-:mdsaarq very kaen o bacome h.l_l]y active mamhar&HLtiﬁ%ﬂ hopa 13 Markin Mok J Bl Mt Loamn T

iz trend continues next year, — more INCome, more peop =
duties, beatter turnouts for racing, - but remamber that we all need 1o do :: - ?P"-LT- - - e 5 :
our hit to welcome new members and o give them all the help they it i Sl
nead if wa are 1o ratain them and see the club continue to flourish, I TraWss ===z McaWoxd .54

T Brian\Wad Pau Moriey
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Slow Handicap - Early Summer Points

1 Warcheer John Talbot Jaan Whiltaker 16
I Comet Ciavid Bourmna 17
3 By Jo Wicken 17

Wayfarer - Early Summer Points

1 Brian Lami Brian Warasck 11
1 Mk FB-I'|1I.‘.'|'I-EI'I'|I‘ru'J'.|I'r|"| Gumel] Jdehin E_I.I'I-l" 11
3 BranWa Jim Tyfar 1
4  Bob Detton Pelar@ood - .2.1:'
.'T- JI.'.E'TIT anu-l; 2 Thompson Suzarma I';.‘nl E-I‘.II

WayTarer - Lale Summer Points

1 Brian Warsick John Gumatitohn Smith ¥
2 Bab Dettan Fetar Goodim Tyler ]
3 Brian Ward/Brian Lamb/Paul Tyles Jdim Tyiar/Faul Healhes T
4 Banlame  JimTyler 23
5 Foy Laptham DevidButeer 98

WayTarer - Aulumn Poinls

1 Brian Lasmib Arlan Wanslck Man Binommand 7
X Bk Femion-Samith Jobn Gurnett T
X John Goudla Surarne HallThamas Lambatiara Lambsrd o

4 Brian Ward Jars Drommond'fane LamsaitPal Tharpe 13

Wilsonlan Salling Chb Maparine 5

- note in your diary now - note in your diary now -

As in pravious years, we have allocated mambers to work partiss
accordimg fo the inifial keters of their sumames.

Dare SURNAME
01-Feb [Sunday) A-D
8-Feb (Sunday) E-H

28-Feb (Saturday) 1-M
13-Mar (Saturday) HN-5
20-Mar [Saturday) T-2Z
Al work parties start al 08:30.

It you are unabla to make it on your allotied date, please select
another and advise Ray Craddock or Colin Treadwell immediately.

When you arrive at a work party, please ensure that your name |s
noted down. It is essential that we keep sccurate records.

Please remember that, as last year, there will be a penalty for those
renswing after the 31st January deadline, which penally increases on
151 March, Our advice: ranew nowl

On The House

Christmas Party - Meet Father Christmas, Starts at 16:00 on 144h
December (after the last race of tha Winter Seres and prizegiving)

New Year's Eve - Meal E10 Curry or Sweet and Sour + dessert. Slarts
at 18.30 for 19.00 Meal 21,00 Party. Catering for 50 maximum - gat
your tickets earlyll Get proparly preparad for the Chilly Willias!!
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WSC Warm-Up Series 2004  uyanramis

History

This year, 2003, we experimented with a naw seres onginally called
‘Extended"” then “Pre-Season” and were rewarded with Riviera
temperaiures, decant steady winds ard an eniry of 18 boate. Hopalully
for 2004 we will have similar temperatures and winds, but have re-
named the series “Warm-Up Sariea” and | hope to make the antry limit
of 20 boals.

Principles of Warm-Up Series 2004

This is still a very new saries, acknowladged and accapted by both
General and Saiing Committee’s as long as it does not interters with
the winter wark parties or other preparation for normal club seras
racing starting with the ice Breaker on 28" March 2004, To again
provide a viable racing attemative at WSG for our axisting members,
from February 15 to March 21 with two races each Sunday, start imes
10:30 and ASAP after lunch digested, using a lapping courss,
navigation marks 30/29 probably being the lowest marks used, resuts
calculated using average lap imes,

Mote, no Warm-Up Senes racing on Fabruary 22 as Hoo Freezer
waakand.

Entry & Cosis

You will have o fill out an entry form and pay the £10 entry fee prior to
competing, the entry being on a first come first served basis, when |
hava 20 entry forms complete with antry fee, the emtry will be closed.

There will be no Irophiesiprizes for 2004, the entry fee again baing
used to mest running cosls.

Duties
Duty crew will be compiled by me from those paricipaling in series.
Duwties during this Warm-Up-Seres are completely separate and

additional 1o normal season allocated duties. However, | am again cnly
intending a very limited duty crew of 5 paople:

CDO, RO and three people in one safety boat.

Alan Wynn will help as CDO, as his shift work allows, Tony Hunt has
offarad o his servicas as AO as and whan ha can, John Gore, Terry
Eaglestone and my gorgeous eldest daughier Katie (she tald me to say

Wiakanian Sailing Club Magrrine
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'Medium Handicap - Late Summer Points

1 LasarRadial Andrav Seith 10

2 Laser2000  Dave Vetiergreen Stan Sprot 1

3 Phantom __'__ Malcalm Lavey - 14
T‘ Lasar 2000 Foy Winnett Suman Ralsar b F]

8 ASVamo PhI Haris 25

8 Laser Graram Jenkinsan e
¥ Lasar Gordon Balcher S 4|
B Lasar Fichasd Bakley &7

9 Lasar Toew Hurt 83
10 Comet Race  Brien Reeve alit: Fastis &7

1 Leser iex) m |
12 Laseril David Fergeh Aligan Wikiams o
113 RS 300 Matthew Wynn 78

14 Laser Ron Jards N &5
15 Laser Marn Jassap & J
 Medium Handicap - Autumn Points
1 Laser Aacial Andrw Smmilh 7
.2. ) Lu; 2000 Deid Velbesgresn  Stan Spo 10
'3 Lasar 2000 oy Winnat Jane Deummond/Sua Rasarlans 10
Lasmbort

& Laser Gordon Bekchar 12
6 Phantom  Mslcoim Lavey 13

8 CometReoe Bean Peeve Katie ParrisT ory Hurt 18
7 I-.:a-:ér - I:;Iraha:n-jwlrunn . 18
B Lasar PelerBeicher ' o
% LaserFadial FelorBoicher N ")
13 Phaniem Brian Feswes kx|
1 Lak RickyKnghts  Aagie Clemence 3
12 Lak  AcherdSmih  Faffeslla Mantel 2
13 Lageril e Fenech Alzon Wlime b
‘-I_-I Larh, JrEry Lan Drumarand 4

Drurnmend

|15 Laser f;:ll]lﬂ] MrTm Jemsop 5 Lo




35 Wilsonian Sailng Club Magazine
 Fast Handicap - Autumn Points |

Wilkonien Sailing Club Magseis: 7

1 RS 400 Calin "I'ru-nm-.lnﬂ Lowren Trosdvwal 13j
2 Lmssrd000  Cawid) Masen S Mason 15 that) have offerad their services to operate the safety boal, again as
W . e R R and when thay can
3 Boss Iurr Fn.rna Gratusma Smith 15 .
- = -y Be under no illesions this does not mean you will not have 1o undertake
% Laearin .J':'_’.’".“""'""' Wovs Hinm ik . an additional duty for participation in this series.
5 RS400 fan Wyt Actarts Trmacwel sl What worked very wall this year and | am keen to repeat, is all of us
6 LloserVortex Tony Codlse ¢ it thal participated in the sailing, joining in with the preparation of, and
T '::;IFT-‘;" Tim HiléFaul Paad HeathanTim K 42 P el i SR e lagih sl
I-Ini.lhﬁr
e e e - ' " i ie (Hudson)
racherwy Piche ol WF'Eﬂl.reiﬂlckl-lﬂ 44 One of life's mysteries, we never did wp.-rk ot how Jackie | o)
Bt il . managed to make as much mess single-handed in the Ladies
5§ ASA00 John Farsma FﬂHHnmuman [huﬂrnmﬁﬁrran. t.:urrnal 47 i:hangng room each week as all ue men in the Genig' changing rocm?
10 LaserVorlex  (Grahame Smih 58 jAnd we always thought you were g gentieman, lan - Ed ]
11 Febal | Ton Boughas HorrarMark Healher 59
1_1 Firelnal Tony Hunl : ) _r“ rh: a. _r—_&:'lI Kitehen AI'IEBII:
12 Rs EE'F'_____ Park Heathar ki As the 2003 series want on we ware blessed with Angels that came
|13 Contander Siman Giegg B2

and prepared a simple but wholesome lunch-time meal for us. | can't
guarantee such a service for 2004, as | have well and truly used my

e T = . Paints quota of Angels.
Meskum Handioap:- Enrly Summsr P Over 1o you Angels, | will be only too happy to hear from you? Same
1 Lasar 2000 Dervidl Vetbergraen Stan Sprot a terms as this year, cook but ng manhg:?anﬂ yes more chocolates or
R = T : === : it you?
2 ComelRace  Brian Remws Kalie Parris 8 wine, | hope your wings siill support you
s Lmwn  Revenel T Canclusion
A T R 14 Thas is sl a very new senes and no one can guarantes weather, many

: .LTT.____. .Gmn i ca i of those that paricipated this year are nonelheless keen o repaal the
5  Laser Graham Jenkinsan 28 axperienca in 2004. If you would like to participate and have not

e already completed an entry form and pared with your money, pleasa
& Laser Aagigd .ﬁ.rnm Smith a0 SR
7 Laser | " Danid Fenech Alison Willisme 46 hars it
@ Ehantam Malerim Lavay 44 01474 T46066 ian. parmris @ blusyonder.co.uk
4 FSVamreo Phil Herms 80 2
i Enlerprise Pedar Balchar Sarah Baicher LT nnllm “IIII'! IIIIH ‘“r‘m Race s HI-I'I.IIII‘
1 Laser  Dominkc 70 Dior't forget this event wilth proceeds to the ANLI, Minimum contribution
g i £5 per boatl. Start at 12:090, Your last chance to race al the club &l 15th
I Luska T - b February, and if you're in no condition to sail, come along for a chat,
13 Laser  Aondanvis 0 some hair of the dog and waich the othars strive.
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WANTED

BOATS AND BITS

As you probably know already, the club has now several boals for hine
ko members and for use during RYA fraining courses. They do regulre
quite a lok of maintenance ard we are constantly looking for spara
parts and peosple ko help fil them when necessary.

I you have any spares for Larks, Lasers. Toppers or Wayfarers,
we would be very pleased and grateful if you could donate them to the
club. If you are buying new parts for your boat, parhaps we could
negotiale with you fo buy the partis) yvou ane replacing = this might
save the club having to purchase brand new replacements and at the
same time help you 1o buy your new bits,

The number of active Junior mambers has been increasing recently
and we are always looking for Toppers, eithar to sall an to families or fo
land to youngstaers, particulary during fraining sessions. | know we
havea a lob of Toppers in the dinghy park, many of them seldom, ¥ ever,
used — it would be very helpiul if we knew who aclually cwns them and
how many of vou would be interestad n 2) selling them, b} lending
them to us for training, or, Detter still, ¢} donating themn to the club!

Finally, remember that if you want o ‘adcpt’ a club boat for your
use lor, Say, a seres or a season, the hire charga will be reducead if you
agree to look after it and do eny repairs necessary (we will pay for or
find thie parts).

Hope you can help.
Baian Lamb

[We dan't nommally use fancy, flowsry fonts - especially when they're
called ‘French Schpt, but as he's siill the Commodore [fusi)... Ed.]
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Fast Handicap - Early Summer Poinls

(1 Laser Vorlex  Grahame Smith 3|
I_E_ﬁ'ﬂ Em tan Parric 11 ,
la  Ospeay John Shenlon  Flicky Krights T
4 RS a00 Cidkhatty  MkkBmm |
5 Fiebal Tony Hur  Douglas HomesPeler Wolstenhaims 18|
5 Laser 4000 Diereid Mason Shaari I'-'-a.s.m 1'EiI
: T AS400 Bl Tracwall Lk Traachosl 23|
B Osprey "Jnn'qll'u:n{hmﬂd bartin Jones 2'.!5II
& C‘l::.y_ . 'I'I111 H}Fr Faul I-hl-alhe-.r 3k 3]1
T{.‘:lbendur Martin Jones e |
11 AS 400 John Parsars Bryan Dunmal :ﬁ‘;
12 LasarVodes TowCoween a8
13 RS 400 kan Wyl [y e — 55!
i Fast Handicap - Late Summer Points
{1 Laservorex  Grahama Smilh 3 |
ra RS400  Givis Ashly Mick Smith 12 |
3 RASAM kan Parris - 12 |
4. LiwrVorex. Ty Goukion az |
5 RS5400 Colin Treadwall  Lauren Tresowsl a3 |
8 LasarB00] John Tieams Steve Tinnams 38 l
T Lesar 4000 Diavatid P:in-m:m Stumit blagcn 41 I
8 ':\ipra;' Jahn Eiﬁenn:n HE,, Kaighis 41 |
9 Osprey  TimkKint Pad Haather - 47 |
W_FI-'E_-#N Jdiahn F'Eum:lm Bayan Ounmall G :
1 RSB0 Anddy Pickrel Mick Lt o &5
"L LassrVorex FayCrsdeck 0 e8|
ﬂi Sz fark Haathar Lw:erEa_lhEr ?.'!i
1I Cunhnrd:rr Fdartin Jomnes ¥ |
15 Bow '__'_Aﬁa]ﬁ n 77 I
Ii ASB0  ChsMasan  Pnil? : a0 |
1 Canterder S Glegg " mo |
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| Commodare’s Trophy (26 eniries - 50 boat-starts)

Foa Claaa Habiy Craw Aoces Pis.
sailad
15t Boss Grahame Smith  lan Parmis a a
2nd  Conlendas  Martin Jares 3 a
T
srd RS540 Chris Azhby Mika Smith L 0
ath Laser Diawin Wiaeson S hxson a3 13
400N
&th A5 41H] Colin Treadael Lauren Treadwel 3 17
fith  Burr htark Heaibar Loy Hoathar 3 b}
THh Wartel Tormy Ceulsan a g
fith Lasar Jofir Tinnams Sk Tinmdms a al
ROy
Gth WVorlex Graharme Smilh 2 4
10th  Osprey Tim Kt Matthew WiynnFaul Hanlhne 1 b}
Bosumn's Traphy (33 aniries - 54 boal-slarts)
Pos  Class Halm Craw Hooes  Pis
| sl
| &l Mliracle Dianwtd Hudsan Jackia Hudeon 3 14
| omd  Lasar Aoy Wirnat Saman Aslsarilane Lambart 3 133
| 2000
I Aard Miracle Chuig Wallig Tinauhina Wallis 2 14
| 4th  Miracle  David Tozar Hrstira’tnna TozenTeny 3 21
Hunit
fith Miracie Andrewr Clarka Jenrmy Clarks E: | )
LiLL] Lasar Gonoon: Beleher i %
Tih Waylaer Dewvid Buriool! Saoll Hayward Tavid Budoot 2 43
Ry Lapthan
gth  Miracle  Patar Homes Andrew SmilhTavid Brocker 2 43
gth Wayleier  Brian Werd Jifm Tighas 1 45
b Mrche Lechey ¥ Tanya Taniya/lealey CrRoUkE 2 45

CrHoUrRE
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Annual General Meeting

The AGM is at 20:00 on Febmary 28th. Please attend (at least for a
baarl).

The soit of thing to be discussed might be boal parking lees. With a
fillng dinghy park, some clubs' praclice of chargng by the boal's
footprint {length x beam} has been under investigaticn. Indead, it does
seem inequitable to charge a Topper the same as, say, a Laser 5000 -

Not many people know that..

One of the sirings we pull on, perhaps more in hope than expectation,
was not named after a character in "Happy Days” {that dates me), but
after a milionalre amaleur raclsg driver, For our 'Cunninghams’ werns
named after one Briggs Cunningham, an American who, marcifully,
failad to wrest tha Le Mans 24 hour race from thae Eurcpaans.

Unfortunately, his association with New York Yacht Club was more
successful, in that he assisted in thelr retaining the America’s Gup,
skipperng Columbiain 1958 (beating cur Seapire 4-0 - ouchl). During
that defence, he invented our beloved “Cunningham’, which has saved
rmarky of us from an overpowering worse than hell - 5o perhaps he
wasn'l 50 bad after all faho said thal history has 1o be unbéased o be
accurata?]. He had a good innings, dying this year at the age of B6; s0
take up MOWrsport o i you want 1o live 1o be really old. Being bom
wealthy and marmying an heiress do no harm either, apparently.

31%: E-Mail Updates

Taking up the suggestion of one of the replies to last year's
guestionnairs, wa've started issuing 3712 e-mails for specific events or
whare the gap belween the mone costly paper issues is rather long.

It you've not yet received an a-mail update (say. the ene regarding the
Inter-Club Challenge), please send an e-mail 1o

tonyhunt@waitrose com with a copy o our Secretary al pam,
smith®baxlay.gov.uk

For those wilthout a-mail, we iry 1o hang the information up at the cub,
bart with somuch on the club walls, you might well miss it
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Weekend Sailing Not Enough? vy rony num

Desplile saling at every opportunity this season, it just didn’t sear like
enough by the time the Winter Series camea around.

The Wayfarer Naticnaks at Poola highlighted the problem; if you lived in
Poole, with friends with boats in the right clubs, you could race literally
every day of the weak. On the Medway, however, from Menday to
Friday thare's absolutely nothing daing for dinghies.

Time was when MYC used to run a sedes of Wednesday evening all-
comers handicap races. Like other mid-week racing I've done, those
races used to have an atmosphers second io none: OK, the winds
wiere often on the light side, bul the rivar is quist mid-weel, and the
post-race drink in the bar as the sun went down had a special quality.
That serios ssams to have gone the way of most of MYC's dinghy
fhests mow, a great shame,

Bul Willies are now the dinghy club on the river; surely it's about tme
we took it up? There are always the questions of numbers competing
and duties, of course, but the Pre-Season Series showed that you don't
need a huge number of pecple to make an event successful (just how
many peopée can you talk to al the bar, after ali?) and the
arganisational structura could serve wall in this instance too, I'd
sLgoest

My proposal would be for & race every Wadnesday from thae beginning
of May fill the end of Augusl. Moreover, given that [a) #'s hawing
daylight for the kast boat to finish that's the Emiting facter for raca-
kength, (B} people would ieally starl as late as possible [after work},
and () the wind usually dies putfing the slow boats at a disadvantage,
I'd suggest staggerad stars for MiracleMedium/Fast fiee! boats at
1830, 18:35 and 15:40 respactively.

Sa how about it? If you fancy the idea, | suggest you put the subjact on
the agenda of your fieet evening sa that & gets a good ainng; Sailing
Commitles luminanes who attand all such do's will then be able 1o
gauge if the ides's a goer and than take the necessary steps.
Obwiously, if you have strong views or wani to voluntear for a regulas
duty, ba it rescue boat or RO/ARD, by all means make yoursef known
to tha Sailing Secratary nowl

-and another thing lor yeur Aeet Evening:

It's been proposed that we should canced club racing on canain
weekends for the club to hold class ocpen meetings. Whal do you think?
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The Laying-Up Cup

BEST ended the previaus nighl, but the day was sunny and with @ useful
wind at 1he 1op end of Force 3 - a rare thing in this season of extremes.

Unfortunately, the wind was from the nodh-west, which meant that i
didn't trouble iself to pass low through Cockham Raach for the start or
finish of the race, very much 1o the detriment of the smalar boats, As a
rasult, tha fleet was well spread even bafora it lefl sight of the club,
Things setied down in Gillngham Reach, howaver, and the course
took im an interesting loop between Pinup and South Yantiett 4,
including an exciting ‘spinnaker-reach-maybe’, befora retuming 1o the
club.

The conditions suited Tony Coulson in his Vortex admirably, but
despite taking line-honours, he had to accept fifth place on correcled
fime, as John GoudieBrian Warwick saling Brian Lamb's Wayiarer
finkzhed only five minutes later to take the Laying-Up Cup o handicap.

Most spectacular exit from the avenl was that of lan Parris and Neil
Ashby in the Boss, after the latter's trapeze line broke on the first leg.
lan tock an unscheduled flight from the wire into the boal’s space

Placn  Class Heim Crow Mandicap  Corr fima
sl WS <ty G i B Warwick 1083 012527
e o s
S  RSH0  LkaTap 3001 013522
& Laser2000 Dodvatiwgmen  SnSpmd  wes 019530
Gih Wories ey Loy mon .'_:él.l--“ ““;'l-;i-!-.:ﬂ. 1
E;r.__E.;ﬂd}- Jehn Farsang Brymn uI.I'I:I'ﬂJ.l . EEE' D.I:!B.:I:"
T Mmde  LeaeyOFouts | Tomtum 1178 01:40:21
Bh  Mimde  Dawid Hudsan JeckieHmkoen  17B DLADEl

_._é:l;.-- L-.I:rl-!!'lﬂ:i'l‘.'uI -&l;-ll'-l-nﬂ-; i _._ﬁ:-r;'-;l.';:ﬁ-ﬁ;l . 1053 01:42:273
106F  Mirade  Pad Rodgers Al Foodgers T otaman
oM Lak Ricky Krigitts Angie Clamence 1073 Q1450

iZth AE B0 Andy Fiokondd| it -.;;I\;_I-; j 1] 01 5554
1=h Lass .-.-.;.'..'-lll'l-ll'lJm'l-ll'l'-l-l:l'l rli'.;'ﬂ ‘:Il.ﬁai;é-.

T dh Firstell  Gerry Vash Misan se2 Al it |
18k  Vomsx  ReyCmdoack T e ozonas
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The Leigh Trophy

Thiz is the club's ather lang distance race besides the South Kent, and
saw a superb tumout of 20 boats, RO David Tozer took full advantage
of the high spring tide one hour after the start to send us through Heo
Creak than to the south of Mor Marsh, befors Ofterham Creek buoy, an
out-&-back to 16 and home through 5. Yantel! Creek.

Luckily, John Gore in the lead boat had the course wall in hand, since
in the force 3-4 NW wind competitors had little time for navigation as
they planed into the vast expanse of water that lies zouth and east of
Mor Marsh, Indead, long, long planes wera the order of the day, even
bafore the sky darkenad and a squall hit, claiming Bob Dutton’s {new!)
riazt, Thien the wind died for & timea, which, combined with the sirong
ehb, devastated the chances of the mid and slower runners who had
yat to finish - another case for staggerad slars?

A proforged Bar session followed, 85 members of fleels that usually
race separalely compared notas, races that imoive the whole club
bring a special uniled fesl 0 the clubhouse, it seems.

Macn Caas r;ulln Ciriza Cor. tims
15t Fmbail Tamy Hisi Pater Vielstenhdme b et
Pt Cnpwsias Ratin Jones .{E'{EIE':!
Jed B-.p_:; - Wi Hiabsr ll.m.-,-llmrrr (TS
o Lamerd000  Cavid Mison Shuart Mason 00
Bh RS B00 Andrw Picicow Mk Lali D44
Bih ; Lns B0 Juhn'ilrllarr-.s Sheve TANAME DEU’E'!EET it
M RS0 Crvis Aty Wik St 2o |
| Eth Dapray Tirm Kifl Pawi 'I-Iu.ahv _EI::‘:T\! W0 !
----- 5;- 3 E-nm Grahama Smith lan F:I'I_E-_ o 2 1::-;4!]_
-1::#; L.u:.-:r'u':l-rlm Tony Coolsan 02:2304
111 ﬂl.l.gﬂl:l.l‘rl'- dotm e Sumanrn Hid 22821
12 Waytarer Hrian i.-u'n-b_-_.“_iilarl WAk r— _IJE:.EE:E
"'li'lfﬂ -Lanr a0 Dawid VeRemgreen Etnn E-p\m R =254
 yam W Jahn Passors Bryan Cunms  oeamos |
1Sh Lessr @00 Py Wimal Susan Raiser 02500

O

A
\/M

N}' Summar  Mon - Fri Bam - Bpm
AN

Main Agents for: English Braids
International Pamis
Biakes Paints
Wesl System
and more..

You will find us at: 14 Northpoint Business Estale

Enterpnse Closea
Medway City Estate
near the entrance 1o the Medway Tunnal

Eaturday Sam - Sprn
Sun  9.30am - 4.30pm

'« Winter Mon - Sat Sem - Spm

E’,@ Sun  8.30am - 1.30pm

Discounts for Wilsonian Members! /
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Hey Buddy!

Remember when you first arrived at the club? All that 1alk of 'RO'S",
TOO's', 'PY's', 'signing onfoff'- not to mention finding your way about
the river, Ard of course, everybody alse knew that the Medium Flest
slaried five minules after the Fast - excapl cbviously in the South Kent
[whatever thai might have been) elc. Pratty confusing eh?

Getting inta’ the club, getting integrated, was probably a bit of a hit-
and-miss affair, and required someatimas being prepared o maybe
appear & bit dumb. Probably many new members have nol made il,
and have either become inactive or left the club, which is of course a
shame for bodh them and the rest of us.

Wouldn't # hawve been nice o have had a friznd that you could hawa
asked siupid questions of 11 did, thanks, lan’ Ed. | and who could have
fipped you off aboul up and coming events? Maybe they could also
have given you same pointers about how to get the bast out of your
boal {or at least known someons who could).

With these thoughis in mind, a buddy system has bean infroduced,
whereby fleet captalng allocate new members of their fleet with a
buddy in the fieet to help them setile in.

The buddies are all volunleers, 2o f vou feel you'd ke 1o help new
members fit in, please let your fleat captain know. Equally, if you're a
e of nof so new member who leels the nead for a buddy, dor't
hesitate to ask your fleel captain (vou can find his name and number in
your “Sailing Instructions and Duty List’, issued every yaar).

Those members rol in any parbicular fleel will have buddies allocaled
by the General Committes.

Of course, not averybody will feel they need a buddy,  you're ona
such, please el your fleat captain or the Membearship Secrefary 50 that
vour buddy can be passed on to a more neady case!

Handy(wolmen Needed!

Much maintenance work takes place behind the scenes Io keep club
bulldings, grounds and boats in good order. It's all done by volunteers,
50 if you've any time and inclination to help out - however little - please
let the Commodore, Brian Lamb know 5o that he can put you in touch
with the relevani team. [That's enowgh begging for boals, Bils and
volurtears - £d.)
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The Creeks Open

Characterizad by light winds, this year's Crealks race amounted 10 a
long beat out to buoy 1€ against the tide, followed by a long run home.
Mot surprisingly, these conditions enabiled the faster af the siting-out
boats with convenlional spinnakers to more than come 1o terms wiih
the Fast Handicap teareways. The two Wayfarars in frst and sacond
placas won by a margin of five minutes over the next boat amd
convincingly claimead the besl of the wing on offer as prizes.

Vigitors this year wers few among the 26 eninas, despite some efforls
all publicising this our premier event. Quesiions ware raized in the bar
afterwards as to whather the ‘Creeks’ tag should be omitted far naxt
wear in order to free up the Race Officer's choice of courses; he would
then be free to choose an opfimum course for the available wind.
Another topic for the llest evenings, perhaps?

_- Pos (e Husewy G Ol ooy tieren
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]
The Grews’ Race
Uniike the other new event this year, the Purzuil Race, the Crews' Raca
cannat be halled as an ungualfied suocess. The tumoul was rather low,
and the result contested. guotations for all classes
The first problem was probably largaly due to the fact that it was windy and
the colrss involved a number of gybes. All credit, then. to the brave crews
wha battled their way round the course, in some cases with an occasional 01 702 71 oﬂ 41
dunking.
That people argued over the results was largely down to the definitlon of a www.newiloncrum.com
ey a5 someone who "usually crews”. A glance at the results list below -
will mogpain this, Thus, for example, while winner Brian Warwlck undeniably W El-% |
‘usually crews" for Brian Lamb, it was pointed oul that he has actually won BIcy o i
a series this year while helming! [ Stop press: they retired! - Ed.] irror 19 20 Iz i3
- . ; ; : mist 1% 20 22 33
Perhaps it's worth remembering that the main aim in instiiuting this race E};;L T a0 33 3
was 1o unshackle crews from the front of the boat and to give them an E——— 19 a0 22 33
opparunity fo hedm. In that regard, every crow competing was a winner, E.M“ —— T T3 a3
and competitors can judge their own level of success bearing in mind the =
expenence of those thal finished in front of them in the results list. Under s EE L s
thesa circumstances, it's probably mght that no prizes were awarded. 24 T 0 41
Hopefully though, those thal enterad enjoyved the axpariance and will look nterprise 24 26 30 41
tarward fo having ancther go next year in better weathar. If you have any reball BS 90 100 L5
views on how the race could be better run, please don hasitate to tell GP14/Grad 24 26 30 i1
them to a member of the Sailing Committes, LTon 21 22 24 37
ark 32 34 ik |
anderer 24 s 30 41
Wayfarer 4 |26 [ 30 | &1
Plece  Class Halm [zrew!} Crow
| T ]
151 Waytarer Brian Warsick Biian Lamb 204 1| T | 100
. N T S e el 5 E-F ]
Bnd Firzball Pater Woltenhoima Tarvg Hunk
Sl Lagar 2000 Sue Fasset Ry Winnalt + hundreds more
T 4h Madk Tina Wallis Fal or £3m Third Party Only From
) £15- £29 - £50 — eic.
o el v i Newion Crum Tnsuranee since 1958 covering dinghy
aowners throughowt the UK, over 33,0000 clanms paid
i Wanlarar Reey Lapthoma C Bution to owner's 100% and complete satisfaction
i RS BOD MickLett Ancirew Pickerel
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Whylsaila. @  wrownm

- - l When you're too light
= for an Ospray o aven
natice that you're
there, too young fora

i Wayfarer, o0 incompatent 1o sail withoud
a crew and too unfit to manage without
someone else doing all the sitting oul by
compensaling lor you on a trapaze, whial
o you sall?

Wedl, there's a big choice of smaller
trapaza boats, of course, but which has
all the following™:

Mice and lght (79 Kilo hull, plus nol
rmuch alse) for pulling wp the beach and
quick planng.

A very efficient planing hul-shapa (with
powerboat-style spray rails, no less) so that speed is achieved without
much effort and the sails can be reasonably small and manageabla.
Which means that the boat does not need io be wide 1o balance the
gails, meaning in turn that you don’t need to move in or out far o
compensate for a given percentage change in wndspeed — ideal for
the gusty Madway.

Sits you nice and low over the water so that you know you're out for a
sail, but considering this is pretty dry - thanks again to the spray rails.
Goes 10 windward like a dream ~ pointing high in displacament

conditions {some of you have noticed this, | gather), planing to
windward in a blow.

Is really quite stable, initially at any rate, and aasy 1o sail, so that it can
be driven hard in all conditions and gybed with confidence.

Has class rules that allow you to play to your heart's confent with things
that don't really matter or cost much, such as mainsheets and controls,
bt is sirictly controlled as regards hull, mast and sails.

Is & popular boal nation-wide, with 72 enlries at the Nalionals thes year,

And has a handicap of 382, around the lower end of the Wilsonian Fast
Handicap range, which means thal If you go well you can beat ‘faster
beats on the water — always a good, safe feeling - bul if things are
going badhy nobody will noticel

A
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The Pursuit Race

The new, revamped Fursut Race defied the passimists by surviving its
Bank Holiday Monday slot, and, if the compelitons are to be belbeved,
was a success. A Force 3 and sunshing did not hinder progeedings.

14 boats wera stantad individuzlly from the beach under the instructions
of the Bace Officer wha, contrary to all the laws of the RYA, eschewed
flags and starting segquences, inatead simply saying 'Gol’

Boals departed in reverse order of thelr handicaps, as modified by the
persenal handicap of the helm. Thus, first away were the Clarkes in
their Miracke, followed one-by-one by the rest of tho Miracles, arnd
finally, some 30-cdd minutes laler by Chris Mason's RS 300,

For the bulk of the race Lesley O'Rourke led in her Miracle. Aithough
she'd onea been overhaulad by the Hudson's Miracla, which had
staried a minute or so later, Lesley had managed fo re-pass them and
hold an impressive lzad until caught by the scrapping duo of Chris’s RS
300 and Mark & Lucy Heather's Buzz. These two boats had been
slugging it out all round the course and finally it was Mark & Lucy whe
won, literally by a spinnaker width,

The rest of the fleet followed in short order, showing that the handicaps
ware not 2o far oul. Next year, taking accourt of this years
experiences, wa're sUTe we can promisa a much closer finish for all...

T MakHoster Licy Aeate Far?

2 CingMian o — pzam

3 LI.Jh:ETllhll.l FE 300 N

‘4 JuhnGoudie T wafareesh

s Bran Lamn B Vigurarsh

&  LeskyORcurka Maursen Lown Reackh.

7 Aoy Winnen lasmE0
B Dl Hudsen Jackia Hudssn Mo 1
5- Ty Cioukaan I-E"l'-l;;ﬂ TS

Y PetmrHome S Mrace =
1 Cotnlom  asalom Msde

® bogthae . Landr Radis -
13 PeuNads o it |

i 1] Andrew Clafe - B j.-ru'r.'ﬂl&rl.! l.lr;:.';




30 wilsonian Sailing Chib Magasine

WSC v MYC Interclub Challenge

A Japanese associate once wrota, apalogsing for a 'Tailure’, *| have
fried to write many fimes, but for me the pen was oo heavy o Git".
Thus it is with the Inferelub Challenge raport.

WEC entered thia event in 2003, cock-sure sfter lasl yvear's masaacre.
Wa hafi it savaraly chastaned. As you'll note, MYC fillad five of the first
& places, eight of the top tan.

Wea can make all sods of excusas aboul not having enough boats oul,
no wind eic., but at the end of the day, 11 of our finest vessels were
&hot o pigces by 16 MYC boats. As Admiral Beatty remarked at the
battie of Jutland, "there's something wroeng with our bi*dy ships today”,

Monetheless, atter a fine evening's entertainment at MY, including &
meal and quiz, with appropriate alcoholic anaesthatic, i1 really didn't
seem io mafter 50 much, and the prime objective - promoting relations
between the clubs - had been achieved. Next vear, however, IU's our
turm 1o host the event again..... pay-back fime in all senses, we hopel

| Helm & Crew Cinss Club  Corr.  Posn,
Tirme
Fioger & Katny Gibs Waylarer MYC 12236 1
Mick Stewart & Brian Wayfares MYC 12528 @ 2
Gordon Belcher " Laser WSC 12533 3 |
| Fichard Gtone & Sue Millar  Wayfarer  MYC 12554 4
l Zimon Cwons Lamar MYZ 12811 &
| Tany Owens Laser MYC 12855 6
W. T. Pamans & AN, Other Wiandarer Mys 12203 7
Mark Owens Lasar MYS 13104 8
Phil Harie RS Vareo WEC 13414 B

Weyfarer  MYC 13098 10
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Why | sail a..Miracle nyienny
Clarke

Alongside the latest sleek luorescent
creations with their see-through sails, he
Miracle looks reassuringly like a saifing
dinghy, Forgiving of the wany baginner, it s
an excellent boat to learn to sail and race in.
Uinlike olher training boats, the Miracle is one §
vou woulkd want o keep on racing, faster and
betier. Depending on whe iz at the halm the
Miracle offors the full saikng exporiencs, from
abject tear through to adrenaline fuefled
triumph or shear exasperation

The state of the art GRP Miracle 3 ratails new
at £3000-Ish, bul a baskc boat will set you
back only E350 or thereabouts, though it somatimeas pays 1o spand at
bit more at the outset given the cost of, say, putling In a spinnaker
chuta.

Affordable, high ech, low tech, the main reason for safing a Miracle is
fieet racing. Anyone who has raced in a fieet of identical boets, pitting
wil and dastardly ingenuity against fallow class sallors would have 1o
concede that handicap recing cannot rival the thrill of the chase. Even
al tha back of the flesl, desparate measunes are taken, tempers frayed
and crews whipped in order to avaid baing last (much good it has dona
us). Wiksonians has the biggest fleet of Miracles mced on a regular
basis, 50 even in the worst possible condifions, and in club events, you
are assurad of having a compatitor and a comparator on the water.

Onthe open cirguit there are about 12 meetings a vear and of coursa
tha Mational Champicnships { B4 enfrants last vear), The Mationals are
definitaly not the pragerve of those who comea first in club races and
unkke some dasses, the Miracls Association encowages all- comers al
thasze evants- the Mationkls is now also known as Family Week, There
is a real mix of dinghy gailor al thess events and a buzsing social
programma. There are many 1echnical reasons why the Mirscle is a
greal sai, and certainly in the night hands the boet can giva tha
compelilion a run for il money. Sam Mattam took 7th place in this
years Bloody Mary Pursuif Race out of 258 boais. But for us it iz the
club racing ard open events which enabbz this class to rival the bast of
the rest, If you are inferested in looking owver or trying & Miracla | am
carain that any one of the Miracke sailors would be happy to oblige.
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Wilsonian-Upon-Medway S.C.2

Members will be intrigued o know that a proposal was made recentty
to change the club's name to include a geographical referance such as,
for example, the above; the idea was to make it easier for potential new
members 1o pinpoint us as a potential club to join,

Good arguments were raised at General Committea both for and
against, however, which led 1o i being decided by a narrow margin to
drop the idea,

What did emarge from the discussion, nonatheless, was that we shauld
conlinue at every opportunity to supplemeant any relerancas (o the club
by some means of locating it. A good exampia of this in the past was
tha inclusion of ‘Rochester Kent’ on the club T-shirs, while in fulune it is
planned that the boat park stickers will include the wab-address, wivw,
witsoniansc.org.uk. Again, in press reports it makes sense to nafer not
ahly 1o the club name but also to its lecation, such as ‘on the Madway
near Rochester (or "Hoo', or ‘in north Kent'}

Thera can be little doubt that we ane the premier dinghy club for many
miles arourd, and it's important that the salling world knows it as
we've said befora, more members mean less duties, lower subs and
more compatitars o race against...

Suranne Hall and John Gowdie receive their 2nd place prizes for
the Creeks Race from Colin Treadwaell Fhoto David
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Medway History by Paul Nutds

As you sall on the South Kent Race or go cruising up to Sheernass
bear a thought for the ona of the greatest of Hoyal Navy tragedies. Al
Salipan Reach, west of Mo, 14 buoy in a spot known as Kent Hole on
Movamber 26, 1914, one of tha Navy's largest battieships exploded
and sank in minutes with the loss of 738 lves and only 12 survivors.

The ship was moored and in the process of taking on ammunition when
an encrmous expiosion dpped through the ship beliewved fo be caused
by mig-handling of birck powder in the magazines. Tha explosion was
5o loud it was heard for milas arcund and despite other vessals being
close by hardly any sunvivors wera found.

HMS Bulwark was commissioned al Devonport, Plymouth on 18th
March 1907. She was intended 1o become the llagship for the
Mediterranean Fleet but due 1o a long refil she becamae the Magship 1o
the Home Fleet instead. In August 1308, she joined the Channel Flaat
and then Home Fleet, reduced to the Reserve in March 1210 but was
recommissioned in 1912 fo join the Sth Battle Squadron. From the
cutbraak of Workd War | she carmied out Channal patrol duty.
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Way back in 1880, one Colin Vane, whom 'm sure many of you will
ramember, wrote to the then Sailing Commites compiaining that
although the South Kent Hace had been run as both a Pursuit and
Massed Start race, the problem had always remained (and remains to
this day), that one or wo classes amive at the 5. Kent buoy just as the
fide is turning and thus have a mora tide-oplimised race than the rest,
He proposad o make things fairer by having a number of stans, at
fittecn minute intervals, skippers deciding for themselves which one
they'd use 1o make the best of the tide and skgning on on an
appropriate sheel.

The Sailing Committee, ever helpful (as they remain to this day...),
repiied as follows:

Eouth Kent Race -Sunday 20 July

Having censidered Colin Vane's open letter in the
last supplement to 31 172, the Sailing Committee
have decided to adopt an amended starting procedure
for the Scuth Xent Race this year. A numbar of
gtarts will be given at ten minute intervals frem
10.00 am cnwards and boara will he able Lo eleot,
within liemiea, the t£ime at which they start. The
winrer will be the yacht with the best corrected
tima ueing Portemouth yardetick numbers in
gonjuncbion with the Langstons tables.

Further datalls and special sailing inetructions will
be posted on the race box antlsse board nok less than
three weeks before the race. [Theydidthings nght in them
days. ]

The Editor's dary records the following for the day (edited for adult
cantent}) :

“South Kent Race WSC. From a lght airs beat down, the windg rose o
ghee & pianing reach home from 5. Kenl. 40 boarts.” [N.B. 40 boals!)

Which demonstrates why the best laid plans of mice and men go awry.
Mobody (could have) calculated the wind change.

History records that the winrer simply arrived late at the club and so
signed on for the last availabde siar...
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Wayfarer Class Report

from lahn Goudie

If | concentrate gn helimsmen in the summary of
the season’s resulls below, this s not 1o devalua
the efforts of the crews, as without them we would
not compete alfectively, bul in seme cases thera
wera foo many 1o acknowledge = he term rent-a-
crew’ aprings to mind! Brain Lamb won tha Spring
Saries, as well as the Early Summer and Autumn
Series. Brian Warwick, saling Nick Fenton-Smith's
baat, won tha lale Surmmer Series. '

In the clubfopen handicap evenis, Brian Lamb E
won the loe Breaker and | won the Laying-up Cup.
Lamb/Warwick won the Creeks Opean with Goudie/Hall 2™ — a very
good resullt for the Wayfarers! For the other evenls, the best Waylarars
WETE: Eur:.hun'a flest, Burfoct/Lapthorme at 77 Leigh Trophy, Goudia/
Hall a1 117

In the Wayfarer opan events, GoudieHall were best placed inthe
Medway Regaita, at third, but in the Fairsay Trophy at Medway Yacht
Club, Wilsondan Wayfarers prevailed with Lamb/Munt first and Goudie/
Hall second. Bran Lamb's practice againg! the Medway flesl on
Seturdays has been paying off, as he and Tony had very good rsulls
in the Wawlarer Inland Championships (5™) and at Baugh Baech (6" in
very competiive fleets — both excellent results. Our respective overall
performances at the Nationals were not so good (Goudie/Hall at 15"
and LambHunt at 16™), but the best individual results (Goudie/Hall 3™
Lamb/Hunt 5") indicated that there was some potential to build onl

This year was a qualifying vear for the Intemational Regatta in Canada
rext year. Teams Lamb'Hunt and Goudie/Hall have both quaified
{ranked 11" and 14™ respactively), and wa now have to dacide whethar
o oo — any sponears out there?

EBob Dutton has been unlucky this vear. Ta break one mast is
unforturate, Tohen break the new one withn a few wesks is a
disaster, So far his mast 1esting programmae has nat found any furthar
weaknesses!

Last, but not least, the Fleet Evening will be hald on 24 Januany 2004
{18:30 for 19200 — please be prompt). Any itemns for the agenda or
nominaficns for Fleet Captaln should be with mea at least a wesk befora
the meeting — | am happy to continue as Fleet Captain, but am agually
happy for new blood 1o 1ake over. In the maantima, Happy Christmas
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Medium Handican Fleet Report
irom Roy Winnett

Although the wind has occasionally been unkind 1o us, the medium
handicap series evenls have been well supported this season. On
average, thare have been & to 7 entries for each race with 15 boats
antarad for each saries, The ckassoes competing have been a Comet
Race, & Laser II, 10 Lasars and 4 Laser Radials, 2 Laser 2000s, 3 RS
Waraos, 3 Phanioms and 3 RS 300s,

RS Vareo cwners, Phil Harrs and Tony Goulson have falt that the PY
nurnber of 1032 is not falr. This probably influenced Tony Coutson
decision 1o join the fast handicap fleat with & Lasar Vortex whera he is
getting some greal results. We have recommended 10 the RYA that a
PY number of 1050 would be more suitable, Should we use this
number next vear whatever the RYA recommands? This is Lhe same
PY rumnber we have been usng and are recommending for the Comel
Hace,

We zgread for the 2003 season to allow the Lasers to have the choice
of using their full or radial rig and cound as one entry, | believe that this
poficy should be continwed as it encourages halmsman o competa in
all the races, though only Gordon Belcher has made use of this
cancassion 50 far. Any comments?

Was have been sesing morm of Andrew Smith saling his Radial Laser
thiz year and he has been suitably rewarded. Lifting the Quiniet
Trophy i the Madway Bagatta and than came out antop in the Late
Bummear Series and Aulumn Points Series.

David Vetlergrean and Stan Sprot have had a very successful season
in their Laser 2000,

Adter winning the Spring Points seneas they picked up sacond prize in
the Three Race Regatta and won the Early Summer Seres
Crher prizewinners includs Laser helmsmen Gordan Belcher and

Graham Jenkinson, Malcolm Levey —Phantom, Brian Reeve with Katie
Parris - Comet Race and Roy Winnet with Susan Raiser — Laser 2000.

Matthew Whynn and Luke Tham have made the occasional appearancs
with their RS 300's, while David Fenech and Alison Williams are
gradually getiing to crips wilh thair Laser [1.

The club Laser has been making frequent appearances being sailed by
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A Tropical Storm at Tanjung Lesing
Iy John Smith, Miracle 3620

Tanjung Lesing iz an adive Saling Club on the west coast of Java.
During my six months in Indonesia, TLEC became my second home;
this is a short slory about one of my adveniures Thera.

Chrig is a friend from Brizstol Corinthian Sailing Club in Somarsat, and
sha came oul to see me for a couple of weeks in Ociober 200:2.
Ladimin, my driver, fook us to TLSC, which is a thres hour drive from
my apartmant in Jakara, By the lime wa had unloaded ihe car, the
boat boys had my Laser rigged, aftost and ready to sail.

We setoff in lovely sunshing, water and an air temperatura of 30
degrees plus, a turtle poking his head above the waves seemed to
wish us bon vopage. We sailed out to one of the offshore islands,
pulled the Laser up the beach and tock in the view of Krakatoa an the
horizon, The island is inhabited by a old farmer, who grows a few
crope, catches fish and lives an idvllic life. We shared his fish and
unwound from the stresses of the city.

We zal off on our refurn journey with the skies darkening with storm
clouds and an increasing breeze, Even with the two of us in the Laser,
the boat was racing over the threa-foot waves. It got darker and darker,
and flashes of lightning seemed to get closer and closear. A series of
water spouts raced across the sea in the direction of Sumatra. Ghris
and | readied the boat in case we nesded to capsize in onder to avoid a
lightning strike. Then, out of the gloom, the club’s RIB aopearad with
the boat boys looking stem and concemed, We capsized the Laser,
took the mast down and coped with tha diticull job of fowing the Lasar
home through the waves. By the time we got back to the club, the
slorm was ower and the sun was out, It was as if the storm had naver
happened. We drank our cocklaits laid back on the club's hammocks,
and anjoyved the sunset over Krakatos.
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syllabus from next vear. The new syllabus, as yet to be finalised,
should follow the general framawork of the syllabus currently being
taught at the club. The main change is the intreduction of an
Intermadiate level qualification. This will generally follow the Advanced
level syilabus, but substiluting a day navigation course for the night
navigaton course.

To reflect the changes it has been decded 1o soparate the level 2 and
thea safety boat coursas, and run them as two separate courses, each
of bwo days, with a three-month gap between the two. This should give
nawly qualkihed drivers a chance fo reinforce their skills before doing
the safety boat course. Having two days 'o do the safety boat course
should mean that somewhere in the course there should be ancugh
wind 1o do lee shore work! That would cerfainly b & pleasant change,
It has also been decided to drop the displacement boal gualification
from the level bwo syllabus. The reason for this is that we have enough
gualified drivers ior the displacement boals. However, if anybody has a
dasire to dive displacemant boats, | will be willing to lay on a ona day
level one course so that they can acquire the necessary skilis,

Does anybedy tancy doing some cruising in the AIB's? If thera s
encugh interest | Intend organising & tAp down he Swalbe to Whitstable,
acress to the Thamesa mid-channel forts, back to Southend pier and
back 1o the club, As somebody whom | tcok out into the estuary earlier
thie year said, you get a diffarent kind of water cul thera! if you'ra
nterested please lot ma know,

Belore finizhing | woukd ke to pass on my sincere thanks 1o the
powerboat team: Temry; lan; Kevin and Ken wiho have perfomed
starling work this year, and not always under the mast pleasant of
circumsiances, These guys have taken a lo1 of stick from a number of
people, espacially me, throughout the year, but thay have always been
willing 1o carry oul addiional duties, somedimes al a moment's notice.
In a couple of cases this has meant doing in excess of thidy duties
throughoul the year, Parhaps some of their criics should reflect upon
this. Once again, thanks guys,

As alwaye, | appreciale that the powarboats ara onky in the club for the
support of the club members, whilst out saifng. Themefore, if you feal

that we could improve the support you are given, either as safety crews

or in training, please let me know and we'll see what we can de 1o
improve things,

| hope you all hawe a very Memry Christmas and hare's to excelent
saring conditions in 2004
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Peter Belcher, Richard Barclay, Ron Jands and Tony Hunt,

Brian Reeve has browght another Phantom inte the club so that be has
somathing to sail when Katie is not avaflable 1o crew.

Mew memberz Paul Thorpe, Jane and Thomas Lambert after crewing
for several mambars and sailing the club's Lark have decided to ordar
a Laser 2000 to take delivery next April. Rumour has & that John
Parsons and Bryan Dunmall are also considering moving o a L2000,

Thie Drummiond family, Jereany, Jane, lan and Dan, have ako bean
providing enthusiastic crews for members &and have now bought a
Kasiral [- & very polard pavfarmer an handicap, especially in hghisr
winaz - Ed.j, which we have already seen in the Medium Fleet,

Hichard Smith has shown off s safling abdity by taking out the Lark
single-handed - and surviving!

Please ol me know if you would like o see othar sailing acfivities

organised, the opportunity 1o try out other boats and the avallabiity of
helms/crews.

The Fleet Evening |3 schaduled for Salurday 10t January at 1900,
and will feartura a guiz and supper in addition to the discussion of nex
year's sailing programme In the company of the Fast Fleel. Hope 1o
sea you all there.

Contact telephone 01654 BE1664 or email; poywinmell Bcaredimes. nat

Brian Reeve and Katie Parris urge their Comet Race
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Fast Handicap Renort irom craname Smith

SBummer came and went, the sun shore and for tha most part the wind
obdigad us all.

Sevaral of the Fast Fleat allendead their nationals at various wenues all
with vivid memaosies. For me, the trp to Torbay for the Vordex nationals
was a memorable avent; only bwo days with three races back fo back
each day, the coursas well suited fo the Vortex fleat, big and long, the
breeza ranging from a plagsant F4 1o a gusty FE and to add to the fun
a soa swell to test the nerves. Even the intrepid Vortex fleet was
somewhat diminished for the second day of racing.

We have gained several new Fast Fleet members this year; welcoma
ta afl. There have also bean some boat changes for some of tha
axisting members. Both lan Parris and | have jointly acquired a Boss
which is currently testing both our stamina and atrength, and that is
just getting it off the shore. Bath of us baing single-handed sailors, we
have o remamber ia kel the other one know what we are abouwd to do,
which has lad to some interesting momenis. tis rus to say our
commumication has abready improved; eventually we will master this
beast and stop thresing it in, meanwhile you can all enjoy the

First mark action in the Creeks Open  Photo: David Hudson
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Still More Power from John are

Ah wall, that's anclher ssason finishad with, wall almost. They say that
the closing of the year B & time for reflection, but this seems as good a
fime a8 any.

In four level tvo'safety boat courses, 20 members have qualified as
RIB drivers, and a further two have finished their advancad coursa.
Wall donw to tharm all. If nothing else | hope thay have gained an
appreciation of the multi-tasking required to be an effective safety boat
driver. They will certainky halp fill the shortfall of RIB drivars in the clui,
This brings me onfo a very ineresting paradox. We have a shortfall of
RIB drivers, but there are qualified RIB drivers who haven't driven the
RIBs for many years. In fact there is one powerboat instructor who has
never driven Bluekird with its new engine. The angine was filtad sevan
vears ago! Why is this? It certalnly Isn't through lack of trying, it's
because they have proved themseves o be oo useful fulfiling other
duties, such as COO or race officer. Unfortunately, we ane suffering
from a shortfall ight across the board of the requisite numbers of
people to fulfil all of the duty slots. This 1o a certain extent has been
exacarbated by the introduction of the early winter series, but to be fair
those paricipating mainly staif that,

Are you, or even a member of your famiy, willing o voluntesr for
addiional duties? if we gel more paople to help out, pernapa thosa with
particular gkilla, such as AIB drivers will be able to wae thosa skils
mong profitably. IF you are willing te volunteer for an extra four duties a
year the General Committee has decided you should ba eligible fora
discourt on your mambership feas, [T you veluntear for more the
dizcount will be even greater. Give it some thought. I vou are
inferested please state what duties, and how many, you can do on the
renewal forms.

One of the criticisms levelled at the club's decision to continueg
powerboat training is that once qualified, members will only get tha
chanca to driva the AIE's once or twice a year. Fair commeant, but the
sobulion s guite simple, volunteer for more duties! However, there is
also another way, I'm hoping to set up a number of Saturdays during
raxt year, passibly coinciding with the Eaturday salling programme, for
anybody who wanis 1o come down and practise his or her skilts. Also, if
thare ara at keast threa of you whio want to do something more specific,
let me know and I'll see what can be done.

After eight years tha RYA has decided 1o update the powearboat
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with Mark crewing. Mark and Lucy won the Buzz Inland Championship
&t Daichet.

At the club, Leuren, Katie, Ting, Anna, Adam and Alec have all enjoyed
sanvaral successiul results halming o erewing in various boals.

Well done to all of you.

Junior Week - 26"-30" August

Twanby-two junior mambers, aged from 6-15 years, attended Wilsonian
Sailing Club's “Junicr Week”, They included all standards from
beginner to novice racer, Training was provided by the club’s own
team of instructors and followed the Roval Yachling Assoclation’s
“Youth Sailing Schame”,

The youngsters enjoyed almost perfact wealher condilions wilh steady
moderate winds and mostly dry, sunny days. The beginner group,
sailing Oplimist dinghies, picked up the basic sailing lechniquas very
quickly and the watching parents were amazed how soon their childran
were salling around confidentty on their own. Al of them easily ganed
the Stage 1 certificate and most of tham gained Stage 2.

The inlermediale group, B Oplimist and Topper dinghies, had a ot of
fun and all made great progress with mamy of them achieving Stage 3
carfificate and [ooking forward to starting race fraining.

The racing group, sailing Teppar dinghies, had the benefit of not only
the club's race instructors but alse the assisiance and expertise of two
of the club's youth sailors. Mark Heathaer, former Topper Worlkd
Champion, and Doug Homer, wonner-up in this yaear's Topper Inland
Championship, ware on hkand o halp the new racers sel up thair boats
tn oo faster and to explain and demaonstrate techniques and 1actics
needed 1o be a winner on the race course. From watching the
youngsters racing at the end of the wesk it was claar that they had
taken much of thiz on board and were locking wel on course 1o
eventually being as successiul 83 Mark and Doug and other club
saiglkrs who wera infroduced fo racing in club Junior raning days and
waaks,

All the juniors enjoved their safing and it was quite difficult to persuade
them to get off the water at the end of each day, The nelsy chatter and
laughter in and around the clubhouse was a good indication of the
tremendcus fun they had all had. Everyene involved agreed it was a
very suctassful week.
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spectacle. Even Chris and Mike have baan axperimenting with an RS800,
Tony Coulsden has joined us with his new Yorex and is already getfing
some respectable results.

It is grast to see the dinghy park so busy, | walcomsa the challenge of
finding snace for even maore hoats. | hope we will heve a good number of
yau an the watar for the Winter Saries and even the Warm-Up, although
with a imited eniry of 20 boats you will have to get youwr skates on and get
yoaur entry in.

Finally, a plea to you all to attend {he Fleet Evening at 1800 on Salurday
100h Jamuary. Az last yvear, we'ne holding it conjoinily with the Medium
Fleet, and are again planning o have supper and a quiz, as well as
puliing the club’s sailing policies o rights.

Miracle Report wyretersomer

The repart in tha last magazine was writban
just before the end of the Spring Seres. So il
sEems appropriate to start with thal series
result. Martin Smith and Mike Groom won
both the moming and attamoon series with
David & Jackis Hudson runners up in bath,
Paul Mudds sailing single-handed on the new
handicap claimad 3 In the meming series,
Pater Horner and David Brooker won all the
races they competed in bul other
commitments meant they had to count OMCa
in thair &core line which laft tham in 4™ in the moming seres and 2% in the
aftermoon.

Belora going on o the Summer and Austumn series i i worlh reviewing
how the fleet has fared over the year, The good news is thal nineteen
boats campeted during the year, which suggesis a healthy fleet, and we
have had up to nine boats in & race. However, for various reasons,
including Alnaess, injury and other commiiments, many weeks have seen
far fewer boats, Cecasionally thers have been as few as twa. Hopefully
everyone will come to the fleet evening on Saturday, 3151 January, and
we can find out whether it is just that the Mirade Fleet is full of people with
mamy differant intéresta and commitmeania or perhaps there is aomathing
aboul the raging that & pulfing pecple off, Are we not doing enough on
non-racing days to help the lesa expenenced mambers? Let us know.

Remember that we want the whole fleel i enjoy their sailing and things
can ba changed, A changs mads for ihis yvear, 8z sgreed af the fleel
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evening, was io have separate moming and afternoon saries for all
three seazons. | bekeve evaryone is happy with this arrangement and
that it will be continued next year, As the resulls show (2ee pages 41 &
42), it has achieved the objective of enabling afternocn-only members
the potential to get into the prizes. The club's General Committes was
very supportive of thes move and agreed to fund additional rophies for
the two exira series.

Despite the sometimes low numbers, the racing has always baen good
with boats battling in close company and places changing several
timas during the race,

Fiva boats venlured up to Ullswatar in Sugust for the Miracle Mational
Championships, To say the conditions were light is somiething of an
understatement. Saveral races started or finished in less than Smph of
wind and on the course it often seemead 10 be a bit of a lottery.
Howeaver there were momeanis of excilement and, of course, the really
good guys always managed o find the eeze whilst many of us
frequently found the holes. O the Wilsonian contingent, Colin and
Maureen Lown were our top dogs finishing in 18" overall. Peter Horner
wis crewed By Martin Lown for the firat time. Martin had not used a
spinnaker before but was doing pretty wall by the and of the week,
Thair glory marment though was in the nor-spinnaker race in which
they finished second and had led for most of the first lap.

As anyone who has been 1o Miracle Nationals will know, the racing is
only part of enjoyment, W is a great social occasion meeting oid friends
and meaking naw ones. This year there was plenty of warm sunshing o
add to the heliday atmosphers and pedect for the barbecuas. Andrew
and Janny did an axcellent [ob of finding a very good regtaurant for our
end of week Wilsonian & friends meal, Our race resulls may nol have
been as good as in previous years but we did have a great ime.

Whilst many have relired for the Winter, five Mirackes are competing in
the Opan Wirter Seras, We might not be doing brilliantly overall on
handicap but we ara having great racing balwesn ourselves, Hopefully
wa will sea at laagt ae many boatg in tha 2004 Wame-Lip Series and
how about some of you joining David and myself for the Hoo Freazer?

Hawva a good Christrmas and it we do not meet you before, Chris, Jenny
and | lpok forward to seeing you at the fleet evening: 1300 al the club
on Saturday 315t Januany.
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It has been really pleasing to ses a new group of our younger mambars
participating in the Jurior racing. Thomas Kifl, Robert Wicken,
Stephanie Wicken, Michael Crocket, Harry Coulson, Aaron Smih,
Nicola Smith and Tom Lamberd have all baen competing for the Junior
trophies In their Toppers and most of them have attendad many of the
Kent Schools Sailing Associalion's training days and regatias. Thomas
trnished a very good 67 overall at the KSSA Junior Regatta at Dover in
September with Rober just behind in g

A tofal of 25 Juniors have attended Junior training at our club and all
have made great progress. The Junior Week was very succassiul —
BEE SEpArale repor.

Cuir Youth sailors continue to be vary successful, producing excellent
rezults both at the club and at other venuess. Doug Homer stared by
wirining the Youth Trophy at the Hoo Freezer helming a 29er for the
first tima. He than got his best result when he finished 2™ overall (out
of 267 boats!) at the Topper Inland Championship at Gratham in May
shorily followed by a win at our own Topper Opan. Mark Heather has
had several succasses. Sailing with Chris Catt (Downs SC) in a 28er,
their resulis include 3™ overall Hoo Freezer, 1% KSSA Coastal Regalia
at Sandwich Bay, 8" National Championship al Plymouth, 2* Isle of
Sheppey Round the Istand Race, 1¥ K35A Regatia at Dover, 47 Inland
Champicnship at Grafham.

At the club, Mark and sister Lucy have had made a hablt of finishing in
top places In varous races in their Buzz and Mark and Doug mastered
horrandous conditions to take 5th placs in the Medway Marathon in the
Buzz, Lucy dominated the Ladies seres at the club helming the Buzz
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